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The popularity of online shopping has been increasing, especially
during the pandemic when fewer people are going out. We have
asked seven teachers and around forty students about their
opinions on this growing trend. Here are their responses and
advice on the safety of online shopping.

People are anxious about getting the terrifying virus as COVID-19
has spread very quickly in our community. Therefore, in order to
minimize the chance of getting COVID-19, people would like to
reduce their frequency of going out. Various policies like social
gathering bans and restrictions based on social distance also
adversely affect people's intent to go to shopping centers. If they
are required to buy necessities or products, they would prefer to
stay at home and shop online. Meanwhile, some Key Opinion
Leaders (KOL) may promote some products through online
platforms like YouTube and encourage people to buy them online.
This enhances the trend of online shopping significantly.

From the responses, not many interviewees tended to shop online
and most admitted that they only shop online when necessary.
Online shopping is said to be time-saving. Teachers who
preferred online shopping to traditional shopping told us that the
free-return policy was convenient and there is a greater variety
of goods available online. It was easy to compare prices to make
the best choice and good for people who work long hours. Online
shopping is popular as it accepts e-payments too.

During the pandemic, people have also primarily been inclined to
go online shopping with the intent of acquiring essential products
and products that support their interests. As its name suggests,
essential products are basically products that people cannot go
on without and may potentially include frozen foods, sanitizers,
and some furniture. Most products, excluding those related to
the outdoors, have increasingly been bought, presumably to
support people’s interests during the pandemic. This may include
kitchenware, both digital and physical books, and do-it-yourself
products. In stark contrast, the inclination to obtain tourism-related
items has fallen drastically for evident reasons.

According to the responses, all interviewees would buy trainers,
stationery, clothes, daily products like masks and some
electronic devices. Students commented that one main benefit
is that products can be bought from overseas easily. They just
have to go to an online shopping website and click on some
buttons. They do not need to travel and the products will be
delivered to their doors.

Moreover, some teachers pointed out that during the pandemic,
they did not want to go outside frequently. With online shopping,
they can buy daily necessities such as tissue paper, masks,
and hand sanitizers at home, and they could spend less time
waiting. In terms of the websites or apps they used to shop
online, interviewees commonly used HKTV mall, Amazon, or
Taobao. Some of them stated that they do not use apps for online
shopping. They would shop online by going to the websites of
different companies.

Despite the virtues of online shopping, teachers think that it
is easy to lose their self-control since it was too convenient
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2E Kwan Chun Him, 4C Fung Pui Ka,
4E Ng Ka Lok, 5E Shek Cheuk Hong

for customers. Moreover, the transport and packaging are not
environmentally friendly. Some students complained that they
could not try the clothes before buying and some goods may be
more expensive than shopping in a brick-and-mortar store.

When asked whether they set a budget for online shopping,
the responses varied. One teacher commented that the budget
depends on the products, while another stated that theirs varied
between $500 and $1,000 each month. On the other hand, a
student remarked that he did not set a budget since he believed
he had sufficient self-control.

In addition, we queried about the payment methods they used.
Most teachers opt for PayMe and credit cards while students
under eighteen mostly use Alipay HK. Students who are over 18
usually choose Paypal. On comparing discounts, most teachers
affirmed that they often saw similar products sold at different
prices simultaneously. One student noted that they could easily
see them when comparing discounts and sales. Most students
resonated with this statement. However, another student
remarked that although the comparison could be seen easily
on online shopping platforms such as Taocbao and Amazon, she
seldom paid attention to it.

When asked about the safety concerns of online shopping, the
responses were contrasting. Some teachers expressed firm
trust in the safety policies like double-checking of credit card
information and secure payment procedures. They stated that
these protective measures assured them that they were protected
from the potential hazards of online shopping. Another common
opinion from our interviewees is that as long as one is shopping
from credible and reputable company, the risk of a personal
information breach is relatively minuscule.

On the contrary, several students remarked that the safety of
online shopping is still debatable and dubious. The prevalence
of Internet crimes like identity theft and fraudulent websites is
said to be serious. Also, the quality of the received product may
be questionable. One student told us an example in which the
clothes purchased came out in wrong sizes and colors from what
were ordered. Those products cannot be returned or reimbursed.
It might lead to both financial losses and frustration as well.

Concerning the preference for traditional or online shopping, most
interviewees did not give a definite answer. Some of them thought
both had their advantages. For example, with traditional shopping,
we can reduce the cost of transporting products. If the shops are
close to where they live, traditional shopping is highly preferred.
However, they may choose to shop online sometimes because
they think that shopping online can relieve their stress and study
or work pressure.

In conclusion, online shopping has been highly accepted by
the public due to the pandemic. Here are some bits of advice
from teachers: when shopping online, the shopping carts may
be stuffed with goods. Consider whether the products you buy
are necessary. Moreover, to prevent being deceived by others,
the safest method is to buy from big and popular brands and
companies.
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A Horrible Experience

Cheung Ka Yan, 2A

“Some strange noises?” Aaron listened carefully, “Yes,

ange sounds?” Emma asked.
ounds like a time bomb is in the car!”

“Agron, can you hear some str.
there must be something wrong!” Aaron said anxiously. ‘It s

day and there was a traffic congestion on the highway. Aaron and Emma

It was a peaceful afternoon on a Sun
ted that there was a time bomb in their car!

could not get out of the car but suspec

on shouted, as he could only defuse the bomb by himself and Emma was

“We need to call the police for help!” Aar
mb might explode at any time.

shaking. She was too scared that the bo

Just before the countdown was almost over, Aaron dismantled the bomb timely. He opened the box.

“A doll?” Aaron said unbelievably.
ned sigh. Emma looked very

" So, you mean that it was just a toy?" the police finally arrived and said in a resig
shocked. She thought she was going to die!

was really just a toy, they finally felt relaxed. They believed that the nightmar
d to be coming from the bottom of their car...

e was

As they confirmed again that it
over until a strange noise seeme

LA |

The Best English Teacher

Au Cheuk Yin, 1C

up in a happy family.

Mr. T - .
o ;;Jnf;ad a frr]um‘uf childhood. When he was a kid. Mr.T:
to take part i _ g Kong Zoological an ;

partin some extra-curricular activities like ChinisBeO:r? e
usic i

Mr. Tse was not
, good at Mathematic
History when he was Form three ® buthe was good at Chinese

over the moon.

Mr. Tse is a iti
L _ positive person. | re
difficult times, and it is definitely im metmber he once said the following in his le ..
portant for all of you to be active and e ssor:), We are going through
ponsible to yourself and
your

schoolwork. Be self-discipli
s -disciplined and i
dav. Th . never be passive.” A
y- This goal always reminds him to do the vefy bt;:fét h'_SO_, - "o 8 positive Jfoal i o L
is job. m m every
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[s Organic Food that Good?

Lai Tsz Lok 6E

In recent decades, people are more concerned about their health and the number of people who started consuming organic food is
on the rise. Organic food has gained renown and choosing it has seemingly become a major fad. A majority of people have started

praising how good organic food is, but there are also some people who have opposite opinion, and this has sparked heated discussion.
Today, | will try to explore the issue by considering the pros and cons of organic food.

The main benefit of buying organic food is that it is usually safer to consume and up to standard. For instance, farmers will use
pesticides on non-organic vegetables in order to avoid pests ruining them. When the vegetables are grown and are sold to different
supermarkets, there may still be pesticides remaining on them. If consumers do not wash the vegetables thoroughly before cooking,
the pesticides may go down their stomachs. Eventually, they may get food poisoning and suffer from nausea, headache, weakness,
and dizziness. Yet, this problem does not happen with organic vegetables. Farmers do not use pesticides or any chemicals on their
organic crops, so customers will not have to face the risk of getting sick by ingesting chemicals. Besides, food cannot be labeled
organic if it is not up to the specific food standard regulated by the United States Department of Agriculture. According to the standard,
food must be produced without using most conventional pesticides, fertilizers made with synthetic ingredients or sewage sludge,
bioengineering or ionizing radiation to be considered organic. For organic meat, poultry, eggs, and dairy products, they must come
from animals that are given no antibiotics or growth hormones. This food standard can stop food that is of bad quality to be called
organic food and harming its customers. Therefore, organic food is usually safer and more up to standard.

Another advantage of buying organic food is that it has higher nutritional value. Farmers grow organic vegetables and fruit using
special equipment and soil that is alive with activity and not destroyed or polluted by synthetic fertilizers and pesticides. Since they
have great nutrients, those vegetables and fruits will be able to grow better and have higher nutritional value. Aside from that, organic
food is grown in places where the temperature is stable and the sunshine is adequate. This can ensure food is growing up in its best
condition and will turn into the best quality one. When it is grown in the best environment, of course it will be more nutritious.

It cannot be denied that organic food has the aforementioned benefits. However, every coin has two sides, and organic food is of
no exception. Many people are complaining that organic food is too expensive and its affordability is low. Because of the special
soil,equipment and extra care needed, the cost of raising or farming organic food is higher than that of normal food. Therefore,
producers of these organic food need to increase the selling price to raise revenue. Hence, some people may find the prices of organic
food staggering. Although some underprivileged would like to consume healthier food, never will they be able to afford its high price.
As a result, they can only turn back to normal food, which is far cheaper. Not only is organic food expensive, it also has a shorter shelf
life. Producers will usually add a small amount of preservatives into their food in order to keep their products fresh for a longer time.
However, producers cannot add any chemicals in organic food, so their products will tend to turn bad in a very short period of time,
say two to three days. Busy people, especially Hong Kong citizens, who have such a hectic schedule and like to buy a large amount
of food in one go, may face the problem of their organic food turning bad. Besides, if the producers cannot sell their food within the

period, their organic food will rot and no one will want it anymore. They will then have no choice but to throw the food away, creating
additional waste. Therefore, the short shelf life of organic food is potentially problematic.

To sum up, although there are advantages and disadvantages to having organic food, it is seemingly affordable to only high income
families. Personally, | am a fan of organic food, but | wish it was more affordable so more people could have the chance to enjoy it.

] ] e—opening
You just came back from a working holiday In a fore;gn cqunth{f. {toziseilii}; arcli::cribg e
o nce, and you decided to write about it in your d.'ar:cf. n ztab(e men’lories, Lo
expe::;gnce'(eg what kind of job(s) you did, your most unforge
expe ..

el about the whole trip.
you encountered, etc.) and how you fe -

October 14, 2021 Cloudy

 the endless flight, | returned to my cozy room and | really wanted to e’

| have just finished my one-year working holiday successfully. Afte R Sinetho: s

]

? C L]

[ s rising.
this huge city again. | recalled the unique culture and roasted pork while the balloon wa g

: : T ' i my eyes. After a w ‘ i be the capital city
pooks - ancient historic sites. | cou B SLC i Empie, and this city with those gorgeous Bulates U2 :
Square. | realize a

inati ' i its brilliant history.
[ tion of my working holiday was I |
i f choosing Turkey as the desﬁlna . _ s
Constantinople. As a history IoV?rc’,r?r;ehrgtarsggﬂol gidn't evgen have time to visit the att.ractuo_ns,tesspeac;?(i}c/j tz?foengwind blegw it
Hows v Ryl e E;I]'S " CaI immersed myself in the prosperity of this empire. Five rjnmtj ;iakepa drear’n ronGL A G
Eveny o e, at Swzgtg}c;n%'.he modern city reemerged, SO as the vehicles and bridges. Jus ,
and everything Just rep :

eventually and | remembered all my amazing journey.

y life. My enthusiasm for this mysterious civilization is simply beyond words. Wel

Definitely, this is the most unforgettable rp)emory inm
should | book a flight to Turkey tomorrow
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My Home
Yeuk Lam, 2D )
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Surrealism
Luk Hiu Man, 3C )

Perspective
(heng Yu Tung, 4 )

Surrealism
Yeung Man Yat, 3( y.

Perspective
Wong Hei Man, 4C

Periume Bottle Design

Chan Cho Kit, 6A

Super Middle-aged Woman
Tsang Mei Yan, 5A

Super Middle-aged Woman
Li Hoi Fung, 5D
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